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My Lord. . 

Doubt not but there hath come to your Lordſhips hands, before now, the Re- 

lation of the Adventures of a Chriſt;an-Ship, in a late Letter from Legorn in 

Italy, done indeed by a very ingenious Pen, but differing perhaps in ſome 

Circumſtances, from what is nakedly and genuinely true; and believing ir 
will be no leſs grateful ro your Lordſhip, to hear the Relation of the Fortunes and 
Adventures of another Chr:tian-Ship (not much different in Intereſt from the o- 
ther) I have preſumed to preſent them to your Lordſhip in this Paper, with as 
much of truth and brevity as I can. | 

There was riding. not long ago, that famous Port of Alexandria in Egypt, a 
Gris Slip. which, although of no immenſe bulk or greatneſs, yer fo well 
compacted and munited. both within and without, as ſhe was not only able to de- 
ſend her ſelf rom the attacks and violence of others. bur alſo give a law to molt 
of the Veſſels round about her, being moſt excellently and ſtrongly manned, bur 
with people of various ſentiments and opinions, which cannot much be wondred 
at, amidſt the great confluence and numbers of mariners which daily did attend 
her. 

The Captain of this Ship (who hath commanded her for theſe ſeveral years 
by-paſt, and who, amongſt the moſt illuſtrious perſons on the Earth, gives place 
to none) was ſeconded in his Government by a Lieutenant of a very illuſtt ious 
birth and quality. and a Standard-bearer, who (though but young) hath given ex- 
traordinary proofs both of his Courage and Conduct, in feveral great Engage- 
ments in the world. * 

This Ship, thus happy in her Commanders, happy alſo in her Navigations, 
and an univerſal Trade, and Peace with all, had all the ſelicities a Temporal 
Inteteſt could be capable of, where ſuddenly there broke out 4 dark diſcovery 
of # horrid Plot, not only againſt the Ship ir ſelf, but alfo a Conſpiracy detected 
againſt rhe perſon and life of this famous Captain. | 
| All men ſtood amazed. all men ſtood wondring with conſternation from whence 
this Storm ſhould come, where it pleaſed God that (either through a remorſe 
in ſome of the Conſpirators. or rather an extraordinary work of Divine Provi- 
dente) two or three of thoſe who had been engaged in ir, came and gave the 
firſt 'Twinkling Lighr, by which it was found to be harched at Grand Ciirs by 

the 


134 


= - 


2 
the chief Muſty or Biſhop there, wherein (as was faid ) he had principal'y 
made uſe of the miniſtration and ſervice of the Coſt) s (a certain Religious Order 
in theſe parts) and half Chriſtians, | | 

The Captain, not to be wanting to his own Security, and that of the Ships, 

ave preſent Orders, that the detectors ſhould be forthwith examined before 
Pimſalf, and his leſler Council; where finding upon Oath, matter enough again!t 
ſeveral of them, all that could be named to it both of a higher and lower condi- 
tion were ſcized on, and ſecured, and many of theſe Cofryes ( upon particular 
Informations againſt them) being brought to their Try al before the Jadge-Advo.- 
cate of the Ship, were found guilty, and condemned, and accordingly ſaffered 
capital puniſhment ſor the ſame. 

But here we muſt rake notice, that that which gave the greateſt light, and con- 
firmation of this Plor, was the barbarous aſſaſſination or murther that happened 
about that time, to be committed upon the perſon of an Officer in ſome Authority 
abour the regulation of the Peace and behaviour of the Mariners, who had been 
very induſtrious in the finding out. and ſecuring of theſe Coſtyes. and their abet. 
tors; this being alſo diſcovered by one or two that had but too deep a hand in 
ir, made this opinion of the Plot more and more obvious every day, although it 
was ſaid, many of the Muſty's Religion in the Ship (of the more ſober and mode- 
rate ſort of them) did abſolutely diſown ſuch a thing, as abhorrent rotheir nature 
and principles, and have declared (how truly, let it be to themſelves) that it rhe 
chiel Mufry at Cairo, with all his Dependents, ſhould but once promote any 
thing that were deſtructive to the Captain. or his Ship, they would utterly diſown 
him in ir, and help to preſerve either of them, with the utmoſt of their lives and 
fortunes. 

But to return from this digreſſion, I muſt — to tell your Lordſhip, that 
about that time it was, that theſe detectors (having won themſelves into a good 
opinion with the Captain's greater Council) begun to fly higher in their accuſa- 
tions, whereupon ſeveral of the Mufry's Religion, of the beſt rank, who were 
thought to have correſponded with him, or reccived any Commands from him, 
were ſecured, | 

And here it did not reſt, but preſently they began ro caſt ſome aſperſions up- 
on the Lieutenant, loading him with Calumnics, and moſt improbable untruths, 
that he ſhould be much under the perſuaſions of the Coftys, and had ſome in- 
clinations for the Muſty, for which they had no particular grounds, but what they 
either ſuggeſted from the Lieutenant's late marriage with a very virtuous and 
moſt illuſtrious Lady (but ofthe Mufry's Religion:) or rather his own withdraw- 
ing himſelf from the ordinary and publick Devotions of the Ship; grounds (as 
was generally thought) too mean and infirm to bottom ſuch prejudices upon, a- 

ainſt ſo conſiderable a perſon, as if it were rationally to be believed he would be 

o infatuated as to truckle under the Muſty, or to betray the Intereſts of . 
(wherein he hath ſo great a ſhare himſelf) to a forcign yoke or ſervitude, which 
made many of the more moderate fort of the Mariners ſuſpect the credibility of 
the detectors in all or every circumſtance of their detection; (though as to the 
main, nothing can be clearer) having alſo muttered ſomething againſt the Capt. 
own Lady, as it ſhe ſhould have been made privy to re ors ar againſt the Capt. 

And now it was not long aſter, that one of the chief Phy ſicians of the Ship be- 
ing examined and tryed before the Judg-advocate tor conſpiring againſt the Life 
of the Capt. who finding the Evidence againſt him not to be ſo —— and con- 


vincing, as they were in ſome former Tryals before him; and being loth to have 
the blood of any man upon him, that lay not under greater circumſtances of 
conviction, than could by the evidence that day be made out againſt the Phyſi- 
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cian. forbore to give any particular charge about it, but left it fairly to his Aſſet: 
ſors, who having acquitted him. many in the Ship became much,concern'd there- 
ar,reviling the judg Advocate with many undue and undecent reproachcs againſt 
a 2 of his gravity and place, all which he bore with an æquanimity worthy 
of his dignity ; and being afterwards Articled againſt by the ſame Evidence (be- 
fore the Capt. and his leſſer Council) as if he had misbehaved himſelf upon the 
place of Judicature, at the Phyſician's Tryal, and other impertinent and unbe- 
coming things wherewith they charged him; he was jacge® dy the Council free 
from criminations and aſperſions, and leſt at his diſcretion, ro vindicate his 
R ion and Diguity, by any way he ſhould think moſt proper for it. 

ut. my Lord, having omitted ſome part of the Relation before, which concern d 
the Lieutenant, I muſt recur a little back, to tell your Lordſhip, that this ſuſpi- 
cion flying very high againſt him, which being laid hold on by the Capr. greater 
Council, t an to ſtarr ſome queſtions as to the Lieutenant's right to ſucceed 
in obs of * the deceaſe of the Capt. (it he ould happen 
to die without children) which the Capt. quickl iving, did exprelly forbid; 
but withal gave them leave to adviſe upon, _ Herde all other imaginable ſecu- 
rities for the good of the Ship (in ſpirituals as well as temporals) as they could 
poſſibly deviſe (the other way only excepted) and to gratine them yet more. gave 
ordert to the Lieutenant. to abſent himſelf with his Family from the Ship, which 
he very promptly.obeyed ; but the greater Council ſtill inſiſting upon that point, 
and no way minding to give the Capt. that ſatisſaction he expected in order to 
his publick exigencies, he thought it fit 1 his undoubted right there- 
to) to put off 7 — Fpanch fora while; in the interim, the Capt. falling in- 
to a dangerous diſtemper of Sicknels, and the · Lieutenant thinking himſelf ob- 
liged to pay him a viſit thereupon. made a private ſtep to the Ship again, in order 
to that duty, which being no ſooner rmed, but the Capt. gave him order to 
zerurn from whence he came, which — obeyed as readily as the former. 

And now, my Lord, remembring that about the former of this Relation, I 
told your Lordſhip there was in this goodly Veſſel Mariners of various Judg- 
ments and Opinions, I ſhall therefore proceed to let your Lordſhip know, that 
amongſt them, there was a conſi Crew af Phariſaical Chriſtians, who think 
they out-do all, others in ſanctity and holineſs of profeſſion, but a people very 
much detracting from, and ecnſorious of all others, who ate not of the ſame pro; 
leſſion with them ; theſe, I ſay, being of. ese and reſtleſs natures, never leſt 
hammering ſtrange Innovations into the heads of ſome of the Pilots, thereby to 
divert the courſe and ſteerage of the Ship out of its ordinary courſe of Divine 
Worſhip ; and becauſe they were reſtrained in their own way (it being contrary 
to publick Order)they procceded to raiſe a mutiny in ſome out-parts of the Ship, 
which (like an Ig fatuus, ſoon up, ſoon our; and miſ leading many into its pre- 
cipices) was quickly allayed, by the Conduct of our young Standard-bearer, and 
all things ſeemed quiet again; but this Parry (together with ſome others in the 
inner-parts of the Ship) concluding ſtom the Indulgencies and benignity of the 
Standard bearer (who had ſpared many of the Murineets, where by Martial Law 
he might have proceeded with the greater ſeverity againſt them) and raking that 
to proceed from deſign, which only procceded from generoſity, they begun to 
fancy him their Patron and Defender, and to talk ar a ſtrange rate about it, which 
(together with ſome private Cabals coming to the ears of the Capt.) he thought 
Ir fit even for the Standard-bearer's good, to ſever him from ſuch company, by 
laying his Commands upon him, to abſent himſelf. alſo from the Ship, 
which he readily obeyed ; but within a ſhort while aſter (being as ir was gene- 
rally thought, inſlue need upon by ſome of theſe uneaſie Arn, returned thithet 
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again, without the order or approbarion of the Capt. which incenſing him. and 
giving now order for his retrcat again, he did not yield that ready cbedrence 
thoreunto, which all men that entirely loved him, and would have verurcd ve- 
ry much for him, could have wiſhed * had done; whercupon the Capr. who 
had only ſuſpended him from the uſe of ſome beneficial Places he had before, 
gave otder now for the diſpoſing of them into other hands, to the grict of ny 
„ to the diſquiet of the Capt. himfelf (who had an 
extraordinary affection for him) but ſeeing no other way to <atneh rhe ho 
flames of theſe, who had dut too much abuſed the 5 and ecduns- 
ture of the Standard- beutet, he thought himſelf obliged to tale this cout e. pro- 
dently foreſceing, that when theſe 'uncaſic people had but once got ther tufn 
ſerved by him, their next courſe would be either to overturn Hip, er at the Be. 
to have left him in the lurch forall. ne 4 
And how the time dtawing nigh; {or the meeting of the greater Council, ſomt 
of theſe Intriguing people had ſo ordered it, that many of the Mariners were 1ob- 
licited to make Subſcriptions ro the Petitions for the meeting thereof, which 
being judgeo by the Capt. and all the moderate and quict'fort of the Mariners, 
to be an undue, and an unſaſe way of ing, and ſet on (on purpoſe) to ob- 
trude ſomething upon the Capt. to+the prejudice of the Lieutenant (for. whom 
he. hath alſo a very great aſſection) he thought it fit to put them off for ſome 
time more, ſoreſecing Cas it happened not many'years beſote ) that theſe Sub- 
ſeriptions being to be backt with conſiderable numbets ar the Convent ioꝶ place. 
theſe Ingeneers would won have ſound the way to diſcriminate themſelves a 
Party, and to have known who ſhould have been of their Liveries, fo that from 
-thence'it was obſerved by many. that if it had hot been for theſe umbragious and 
ſuſpicious courſes, the mecting at ther time had not been put off one day 
longer. 11.91% ASCOT angus i Une 
And now the Capr! not perceiving the efiteQs he had promifed himſelf from 
the Lieutenant's abſence; Which he had pribeipally cauſed to gratiſie ſome hu- 
- mours which yet he ſaw till perſiſting in their unquiet courſes, hath thohght 
it rcaſonable ro recall him to the Ship again} but without any part of the Govern- 
ment at preſent : the Standard-bearer ret ſe 
from all his ſormer Offices and Commands: 5 re, under this Ci 
the coming away of this diſ- 


of Affairs was this goodly and beautifu 
to pray, being comanded by one 


patch, for whoſe ſaſety I am always bound 
of rhe braveſt Heroes in the world. ' 


FINIS. 


